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Primary Curriculum Year 4 
 

Subject knowledge and skills are taught as part of a wider topic based curriculum. This allows pupils to make useful links between 
areas of learning, and consolidate skills.  
 
 In Year 41 we have developed a new thematic curriculum to deliver the National 
Curriculum  and other aspects of the school curriculum, including PHSE and Religious Education. 
 

English - Where possible links will be made with literacy genres, fiction and non-fiction books, guided reading books, and poetry as 
this has been shown to develop the thematic approach, and deepen learning and engagement.  
Maths -There is less opportunity for linking Maths to topics, but where possible, areas of maths like data handling and measures will 
be linked where appropriate for pupils and to support Maths learning. 

 
Thematic Curriculum 
 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer2 

 Invaders and 
settlers: Vicious 
Vikings 

Europe Crime and 
Punishment  

Awesome Earth 
Volcanoes and Earth 
Quakes 

Ancient Egypt: 
Ancient civilisation 

Environment and 
Sustainability 

Key Texts Fiction: 

Arthur & the Golden 

Rope 

 

Non-fiction: 

Who were the Vikings? 

 

Fiction: 

The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret 

 

Non-fiction: 

A World of Cities 

 

Fiction: 

The Adventures of 

Robin Hood 

 

Non-fiction: 

Past in Pictures: 

Crime & 

Punishment 

Fiction: 

Escape from Pompeii 

 

Non-fiction: 

This Little Pebble 

 

Fiction: 

Flat Stanley & the 

Great Egyptian Grave 

Robbery 

 

Non-fiction: 

Egypt Magnified 

Fiction: 

The Vanishing Forest 

 

Non-fiction: 

Wangari’s Trees of Peace 

 

Science Light & sound can be 
reflected & absorbed 
and enable us to see 
& hear  

Living things can be 
classified according to 
observable features  
 
Habitats provide living 
things with what they 
need  

Electricity can make 
circuits work and 
can be controlled to 
perform useful 
functions  
 

Materials have physical 
properties which can be 
investigated and compared  
 
Materials can exist in 
different states and that 
these states can sometimes 

The human body has a 
number of systems, 
each with its own 
function  
 

Electricity can make 
circuits work and can be 
controlled to perform useful 
functions  
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be changed 

History The Anglo Saxon 

Vikings 

Give simple reasons as 

to why key events 

happened in history. 

Identify and describe 

changes between 

specific periods of 

history. 

Use dates and 

vocabulary relating to 

the passing of time, 

including ancient, 

modern, century and 

decade, AD and BC. 

Local History Study Crime and 

Punishment 

Give simple 

reasons as to why 

key events 

happened in history. 

Aware that the 

same time in history 

may be represented 

in different ways. 

 

 

Local History Study Ancient Egypt 

Periods in history 

he/she can discuss the 

impact of significant 

historical events, 

people and places in 

their own locality 

Identify and describe 

changes between 

specific periods of 

history. 

Create historically valid 

questions about 

similarities and 

differences. 

 

Geography  Similarities and 

differences of human 

and physical geography 

of a region of the UK 

and  a region in 

Europe. 

 Location of the world’s 

countries – environmental 

regions, key physical and 

human features & major 

cities of Europe (incl location 

of Russia) and North & 

South America. 

 What are natural resources 

(food, energy, minerals and 

water)?  

The distribution of natural 

resources.  

Why are they 

important/what are they 

used for? 

Recycling of resources and 

waste. 

Art Painting  Drawing 

Draw a portrait in the 

style of Mona Lisa by 

Leonardo Di’Vinci  

using sketches to 

produce a final piece of 

work showing facial 

Collage Printing 

Create Italian print on a plate 

in the style of William Morris. 

Print onto a tile and overprint 

colours 

Ancient Egypt:Ancient 

civilisation 

 

 

Painting 

Paint the tombs of the 

Environment and 

Sustainability 

Sculpture 
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expressions.  

 

Egyptians and learn 

about the colour wheel 

and predicting with 

accuracy the colours 

that they mix. 

D&T Make Viking Long 

Boats 

Design: 

• We will develop more 

than one design before 

choosing the one to take 

forward into planning of a 

sequence of actions to 

make our product 

• We will use prototypes to 

trial our ideas and plans 

and consider the tools and 

materials we will need for 

our product 

Make: 

• We will use a range of 

simple tools to mark out, 

cut and assemble our 

product based on our 

design, choosing specific 

materials for their 

properties. 

 Superhero Cape 
Design - Use research 

and develop design 

criteria to inform the 

design of innovative 

functional, appealing 

products that are fit for 

purpose. - Generate, 

develop, model and 

communicate their 

ideas through 

discussion  

Make- Select from 

and use a wider 

range of tools and 

equipment to 

perform practical 

tasks (joining and 

finishing) - Select 

from and use a wide 

range of materials 

and components 

(textiles)  

Italian Food (culture)  

Cooking and Nutrition - 

Understand and apply the 

principles of a healthy and 

varied diet. - Understand where 

food comes from - Prepare and 

cook a variety of predominantly 

savoury dishes using a range of 

cooking techniques Make pizza 

dough - Understand and know 

where and how the ingredients 

come from and how they are 

grown. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reed boat with pulley and 

lever  

Design - Use research 

and develop design 

criteria to inform the 

design of innovative, 

functional products Look 

at boats, sails and 

mechanisms of them 

Make - Select from and 

use a wide range of tools 

equipment to perform 

practical tasks Saw, file, 

sandpaper to cut and 

finish - Select from and 

use a wide range of 

materials and components 

Wood, fabric, rope and 

pulleys  

 

Food Food sections of the Eat Well plate and why they differ in size.  
Food different foods are produced in different areas of the world.  
Food a recipe can be adapted by adding or substituting one or more ingredients.  
Food to be active and healthy, food and drink are needed for energy.  
Food mix a variety of ingredients with help. 
Food spread a variety of ingredients with help.  
Food knead ingredients with help.  
Food use ovens with help to bake foods. Food With help can prepare a range of mainly savoury dishes safely and hygienically using a heat source when 
appropriate. 

Computing Online safety 
Using technology safely 

Programs Algorithms Communication 
and networks 

Data and Data 
representation 

Programs 
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PE Dance         Gymnastics             Games           OAA           Athletics             Swimming 

R.E What do different people 

believe about God? 

Why is the Bible so 

important for 

Christians today? 

Why are festivals important to 

religious communities? 

Why is Jesus 

inspiring to 

some people? 

(Easter) 

Why do some people 

think that life is a 

journey and what 

significant experiences 

mark this? 

 What does it mean to be a 

Christian in Britain today? 

Music Composing                                        Performing                              Listening and Context 

 


